CHAPTER  XII
OF the eminent chemists who, from time to time, congregated in the laboratory of Genth, none attracted and absorbed the youthful .attention of the writer to so great an extent as Wolcott Gibbs (1822-1908).
He was, indeed, a master in the science and an inspiration to all who were fortunate enough to meet him. Frank Wigglesworth Clarke has written so beautifully of this exceptional investigator that it seems most appropriate that his sketch should be given as much publicity as possible, and it is accordingly appended in almost its exact language:
Wolcott Gibbs for years held the most commanding position among the chemists of the United States.
He was born in New York City (1822). He received his Bachelor's degree from Columbia University in 1851, after which he served as assistant to Robert Hare in Philadelphia. In 1845 he received his Doctorate in Medicine. He, however, never practiced medicine. Subsequently, he studied chemistry with Rammelsberg in Berlin and spent one year with Heinrich Rose, which was followed by a semester with Liebig at Giessen. In Paris, he attended the lectures of Laurent, Dumas, and Regnault. He returned home in 1848.
In 1849 he became Professor of Chemistry in the College of the City of New York, which chair he held for fourteen years.
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